The Holy Family — Flight into Egypt

St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Church
Rochester, NY
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In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God. Amen.
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St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Church,
Rochester, NY

On the blessed day,
August 14, 2004 A.D.
Mesra 8, 1720 AM.

H.H. Pope Shenouda IlI
Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark

Opened the New Building and Extension of
St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Church
Rochester, NY

On the blessed Sunday,
August 15, 2004 A.D.
Mesra 9, 1720 AM.

H.H. Pope Shenouda Ill
Consecrated the
Church of the Archangel Michael and St. Shenouda the Archimandrite,
the New Baptismal Font,
And The Icons of the Church of St. Mark

The Original Cornerstone of this Church was Laid
September 2, 1988 A.D., Mesra 27, 1704 AM.
by
H.G. Bishop Reweiss

AND

The Altar was Consecrated
September 6, 1989 A.D., Al-Nasi I, 1705 AM.
by
H.H. Pope Shenouda Ill



“Blessed be Egypt My People”

Now when they had departed, betold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream,
saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until [ bring
_you word, for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.” When he arose, he took the
_young Child and His mother By night and departed for Egypt, and was there until the death
of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the propket, saying,
‘Out of Egypt I called My Son."
(Matthew 2:13-135; see Hosea 11:1)

Bethold, the LORD rides on a swif cloud, and will come into Egypt; the idols of Egypt will
totter at His presence, and the heart of Egypt will melt in its midst.
(Isaiah 19:1)

In that day there will be an altar fo the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar
to the LORD at its border. And it will be for a sign and for a witness to the LORD of hosts
in the land of Egypt; for they will cry fo the LORD because of the gppressors, and He wil send
them a Savior and a Mighty One, and He will deliver them. Then the LORD will be known to
Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the LORD in that day, and will make sacrifice and offering;
yes, they will make a vow to the LORD and perform it. . .

“Blessed be Egypt My people.”

(Isaiah 19:19-25)

As the Holy Bible, history, and tradition testify, Egypt was the home of our Lord Jesus Christ
for three and a half years during his infancy with His mother, the 7heotokos (Bearer of God),
the Virgin, Saint Mary, and Saint Joseph the Righteous fulfilling the prophecies of Hosea and
Isaiah in the Old Testament that the Lord would dwell in Egypt and that there would be an
altar in the midst of the land of Egypt. Some interpret this as the physical altar that our Lord
Jesus Christ Himself consecrated in the Monastery of the Virgin Mary (el-Moharraq) located
in the exact geographical center between the Northern and Southern borders of Egypt.
However, this prophecy is also fulfilled in the presence of the Coptic Orthodox Church which
since her inception by St. Mark the Evangelist in the first century has offered the rational
sacrifice of the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ on her altars, more than one million
martyrs who shed their blood witnessing to Christ in the face of multiple severe waves of
persecution, many Egyptian Church Fathers who defended the faith against numerous heresies,
missionaries who spread Christianity to all continents, desert fathers who established the
rules of monastic life that have been adopted throughout the world, an uninterrupted
succession of Patriarchs since St. Mark, and an unblemished faith and tradition since her
foundation that has mirrored the life of the First Church.

The word “Copt” is an equivalent to the Greek Ajgyptos/Ajgyptioi, but reduced to the root
consonants probably through the influence of Arabic from the time of the Muslim conquest
of the country in 641 A.D. This is because, in Arabic, neither vowels nor diphthongs are
transcribed. So, in this manner Ajgyptos/Ajgyptioibecame Kpt, and in subsequent pronunciation
“Copt”.

The name “Copt”, like the name “Egypt”, is derived from Greek Aigyptos which is formed
by the Greeks upon the name of the principal sanctuary in the North of Egypt, called
Hi-Ku-Ptah, i.e. the House of the Ka (spirit) of [the god] Prah, which is an epithet for the
Old Egyptian Capital Memphis.

In effect, the word “Copt” served to distinguish the native inhabitants of Egypt, the great
majority of whom were Christians, from the conquering Arabs, who were Muslims. So, the
term “Copt”, [although philologically means Egypt/Egyptians, yet it] took on, and has kept,
a meaning that is inseparably ethnic and Christian.






